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HISTORICAL NOTE 

The Nebraska Centennial Commission was formed i n  1961 by an 
a c t  of the s t a t e  Legislature. Ten members were appointed t o  the 
Commission by Governor Frank B.  Morrison in November of tha t  year. 
The Commission was reorganized and expanded to  f i f teen  members in  
1963. In 1965 the Unicameral appropriated $600,000 to  finance 
the Centennial celebration t o  be held in  1967. The Commission 
s e t  three goals for  t he i r  Centennial program: (1)  t o  honor the 
s t a t e ' s  heri tage; ( 2 )  t o  stage a state-wide birthday party from 
March 1 to  November 25, 1967; and (3)  t o  designrprograms and pro- 
jec t s  of l as t ing  value. 

To acheive these goals the Commission selected a d i rec tor ,  
Don Shriner. Under his leadership many projects were undertaken 
to  promote the Centennial. He motivated the Centennial through 
cooperation w i t h  the s t a t e ,  county, and e i  ty Centennial committees. 

The Commission, among other  acheivements, assembled the s t a t e ' s  
l a rges t  his tor ical  pageant a t  Ash Hollow, re-enacted the P0n.y Express 
Run from St .  Joseph, Mo. and the F i r s t  Night Air-Mail Flight,  organized 
a special Centennial Arbor Day observance, offered Pioneer Recognition 
Cert i f icates  to  families who could claim 100 years of continuous 
residence in  the s t a t e ,  promoted the restoration of the Thomas P.  
Kennard home as the Nebraska Statehood Memorial, by the Nebraska 
S ta te  Historical Society, formed 30 new local his tor ical  sociei  t e s ,  
and hosted the Nebraska Centennial Health Fair. 

In connection with the s t a t e ' s  Birthday Party the Commission 
sponsored a r a f t  trip down the Missouri and Mississippi r ivers  by 
the one-raft Nebraska Navy, a state-wide contest f o r  the Centennial 
"Golden Gir l " ,  local events i n  nearly every community in the s t a t e ,  
and the Governor's Centennial Celebrity Golf Tournament i n  Hastings. 

Many of the programs which the Commission wished to  promote 
could not be financed by a s t a t e  agency. For t h i s  reason on June, 
1964, the Nebraska Centennial Non-Profit Association was formed. 
The Association could and did finance many of the Centennial programs, 
ra is ing and spending thousands of dol lars .  Financed by the Association, 
the Commission promoted the Centennial Commemorative Medals, franchised 
Centennial souvenier manufacturers,promoted construction of the 
Centennial Mall between the Capitol and the State Historical Society 
i n  Lincoln, and organized a Centennial Sir loin  program to  promote 
Nebraska beef. The Commission was o f f i c i a l l y  dissolved in June, 1968. 

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 

This collection consists of 45 boxes of records of the Nebraska 
Centennial Commission arranged i n  two sub-groups containing 13 se r i e s  



A d d e d  e n t r i e s  : 

CENTENNIAL CELEBRATIONS-NEBRASKA 
FRONTIER AND PIONEER LIFE-NEBRASKA 
M o r r i s o n ,  F r a n k  B r e n n e r , 1 9 0 5 -
POSTAGE STAMPS 
PAGEANTS-NEBRASKA 
FAIRS-NEBRASKA 
FLAGS-NEBRASKA 
TREE PLANTING-NEBRASKA 
PIONEERS-NEBRASKA 
MEDALS -G a l  b r a i  t h  , H i 1  1i a m  E u g e n e  
T i e m a n n ,  N o r b e r t  T h e o d o r e ,  1924-
G r i f f i n ,  N a n c y  L a n e  
AGRICULTURE-NEBRASKA 
EXHIBITIONS-NEBRASKA 
NEBRASKA STATE H ISTORICAL  SOCIETY 
NEBRASKA. LEGISLATURE 
NEBRASKA CENTENNIAL NON-PROFIT ASSOCIATION 
~ h r i n e r ,  D o n a l d  
CAPITOL. NEBRASKA 
KENNARD HOUSE s e e  NEBRASKA STATEHOOD MEMORIAL 
K i v e t t ,  M a r v i n  F r a n k l i n ,  1 9 1 7 -
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Subgroup One contains the records of the  Nebraska Centennial Commission 
arranged i n  ten s e r i e s :  (1 )  Correspondence and special subject  f i l e s ,  
1961-1968; (2 )  Minutes, NSC, 1961-1968; (3)  S ta te  Committees, 1964-1968; 
(4)  County Committees, 1964-1968; (5 )  Centennial Queen Contest, 1966-67; 
(6 )  Pioneer Recognition Program, 1967; (7)  Financial Records, 1962-1968; 
(8)  Printed Matter, 1964-1968; (9 )  Newspaper Clippings, 1962-1968; and 
(10) Audio-visual , 1966-1967. Subgroup Two contains the records of the 
Nebraska Centennial Non-Profit Association arranged in  three s e r i e s :  
(1) Correspondence and special subject  f i l e s ,  1964-1968; (2) Medal l ions ,  
1966-1 968; and (3)  Fi nanci a1 Records, 1964-1968. 

This collection r e l a t e s  t o  the  a c t i v i t i e s  of the  Nebraska Centennial 
Commission and the Nebraska Centennial Non-Profit Association in  the 
organization and promotion of Centennial Act ivi t ies  i n  Nebraska, 1961-1968. 
The Records r e f l e c t  the planning necessary fo r  the numerous s t a t e  and 
local observances of the  Centennial year of 1967. 

The collection i s  arranged in order t o  indicate the separate s t a tu s  
of the  pub1 i c l  y funded Nebraska Centennial Commission, and the privately 
supported Centennial Non-Profi t Association. However, since the a c t i v i t i e s  
of these organizations were so closely re la ted i t  was not deemed appropriate 
to form separate col lect ions  f o r  the  records of each. Wherever possible, 
records of the two organizations have been maintained as d i s t i n c t  
subgroups within the overall col lect ion.  This d i s t inc t ion  was impossible 
t o  maintain with regard t o  the la rge  amount of newspaper clippings and 
printed matter. Minutes of the  Centenni a1 Commission have been accorded 
a separate s e r i e s ,  while the minutes of the Non-Profit Association may 
be found within Series One of Subgroup Two, Correspondence and Special 
Subject f i l e s .  

These records were t ransferred to the  State  Archives in 1.968. 

DESCRIPTION 

SUBGROUP ONE RECORDS OF THE NEBRASKA STATE CENTENNIAL COMMISSION 
SERIES ONE CORRESPONDENCE A N D  SPECIAL SUBJECT FILES, 1961-1968. 

Box 1 
Folder 1 Amateur Athlet ic  Union 

2 Amateur Athletic Union of Women 
3 Admirals reunion 
4 Advertising, outdoor 
5 Agate fo s s i l  beds report 
6 Airports 
7 Ak-Sar-Ben 

A1 ami t o  Dairy 
Alaska Centennial 
All en Enterprises 
Allen, Rex 
Anderson, Clyde 
Applications , Assistant Director 
Armour and Company 
Art Show, Governor's Nebraskana 
Ar t i l l e ry  and Centennial Scout Project  
Arts Council, Nebraska 
Arts Council, Nebraska-minutes and memos 
Ash Hollow Pageant 
(Associated Students of University of Nebraska) 
Atlas,  Nebraska 




























































































